
  

 

WHoW!!                

Wai Huka o Waitaha 

- karekare 
(Foaming Water of Canterbury - surf)                                     

A surf park for Christchurch 

SURFING IN A FOREST 
This is a concept proposal for the inclusion of a surf 
park within the Residential Red Zone regeneration, 
designed and built to give the feel of a natural ocean 
surf break and to provide for a wide range of activities 
and users.  Also outlined are the synergies and 
benefits of having a number of sporting, recreational, 
cultural, and educational activities co-located in a 
critical mass readily accessible to Christchurch’s urban 
population and visitors alike. 

Nick Mooney 
March 2017 
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WhoW!! Wai Huka o Waitaha – karekare. A surf park for Christchurch 

  

  

  
A broad outline of what this is about 

Christchurch already acts and exists as a central landing point for thousands of surfers each 

year from all around New Zealand and overseas and is home to home to a huge number of 

surfers and water fanatics. From Kaikōura and Banks Peninsula down through Otago and 

across to the rugged and wild surf utopia of the West Coast there is all manners of world 

renowned surf beaches, reef set ups and river mouths that people come to visit in the South 

Island each year to tick off their surf bucket list.  

 

As Christchurch redesigns and looks to assert itself as so much more than its roots as a 

rural service town, we see a unique opportunity, one that speaks to our history of surfing and 

looks ahead to the potential to not only create experiences that define and nurture our city, 

but also to train the next generation of surfers to have a presence on the world scene of this 

exploding sporting family. 

 

Since Duke Kahanamoku introduced surfing to New Zealand for the first time at New 

Brighton beach back in 1915, this sport and way of life has permeated deeply into our beach 

culture and everyday lives. The sport continues to enjoy what can only be referred to as an 

explosion of interest and participation both overseas and here in NZ, with action sports such 

as surfing being one if the fastest growing markets in the world at present.  

 

A recent survey by Surfing New Zealand (SNZ) which was the biggest of its kind to date in 

2016 revealed an estimated 145,000 or 1 in every 27 people surf in New Zealand. Compare 

this to New Zealand Rugby (NZR) releasing its registration numbers for 2015 at just under 

151,000 and Cricket New Zealand (CNZ) with 110,000 registered players in NZ  it gives real 

validation to explore some fresh out of the box options for rejuvenation in the red zone. 
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It’s now time to look at the opportunities presented to Christchurch, and piggy-back off 

exemplar projects that have taken the world by storm.  From Dubai to Australia, Wales to 

Texas artificial surf parks have moved in leaps and bounds with new technology, literally 

creating the perfect wave and pushing the sport into a whole new dimension.  Surfing is not 

alone in seeing these opportunities as this project aligns and is in synergy and partnership 

with the other main component of Wai Huka o Waitaha – the whitewater park. 

 

The way we see it, we have the people, the land, the culture and the opportunity, if not the 

obligation to explore what this sort of commercial opportunity can present to our city.  The 

recent opening of the Christchurch Adventure Park (CAP) reinforces our observation that 

Christchurch is ready to redesign with fun, sports, wellbeing and activity as its crucial drivers.  

Let’s explore the opportunity as it stands, look ahead at surfing’s strengths in our coastal 

city, and train the next generation from grommets to shredders. 

 

Time to bring a surf park, and the future of New Zealand surfing, to Christchurch. 

 

 
 

Some key points 

 

It works: Simply stated there are an abundance of examples of newly established wave 

parks internationally that not only prove the appeal, but also the profitability and social 

outcomes of the concept. 

 

We have the opportunity – right now:  Regenerate Christchurch is consulting on what 

they would like to see projects-wise for the future of the Residential Red Zone, we have an 

opportunity to alter the future of our city together, an opportunity like this is a once in a life 

time. Land in a city, the public sector consulting on future use, and some very capable 

potential private sector partners already established in the city and the synergy is there to be 

fully tapped. 

 

Co-location and piggy backing:  We’ve partnered with the proponents of the 

whitewater course as having two components of the project enables us to utilise each other’s 

skills, look to co-locate facilities (less money on infrastructure, land etc.) and most 

importantly have two massively fun activities making up Wai Huka o Waitaha. 
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Redefining our city:  Having multiple water sports facilities in Christchurch will literally 

put the city on the map for national and international events and will generate tourism 

benefits.  Christchurch youth will have opportunities to become competitive on the Olympic 

and world scene in surfing, with Surfing now an Olympic sport to be included in the 2020 

Tokyo Olympics. 

 

Education and beach safety:  This facility can literally save lives. Being an island with 

plenty of water about, swim and surf safety should be paramount in our identity. This facility 

could be linked into Christchurch’s education providers as a safe arena to train our kids 

about waves, beaches and swim safety. 

 

 Health and well-being:  Like many 

other water-based exercises, surfing is 

also a fantastic cardiovascular workout 

that will keep your heart pumping at full 

pace for as long as you’re in the water. 

On average you’ll burn around 400 

calories an hour while surfing. Surfing 

builds shoulder and back strength from 

paddling, increases leg and core 

strength, and unlike that often torturous 

hour spent slogging away at the gym, 

time seems to speed up while you’re 

paddling your way to cloud nine making this a fun and euphoric way to get in shape. As well 

as physical benefits surfing has real overall rounded benefits such as stress and tension 

relieve and boosting self-confidence, all things local Christchurch residents need in 

abundance more than ever these days. The attraction is simple: It’s a sport that allows you 

to switch off mentally and that can be very valuable and important when life gets busy and 

stressful, surfing has a way of teaching you things about life and yourself. To many surfers, 

surfing is a cure for all. Be it a rough day at work or stress dealing with your insurance 

company there is no medicine quite like getting in the water for an hour or two. However 

there are others out there for whom surfing provides actual medical treatment. Research is 

being done around the world testing surfing’s therapeutic value for all kinds of conditions 

such as cystic fibrosis, post-traumatic stress, polytrauma disorder, autism, and depression 

and mood. Surfing is also being used in rehab for paraplegia and quadriplegia. In a world full 

of symptom-specific pills and IVs doctors and patients alike are beginning to understand 

more and more the value of treatment that addresses a patient’s overall wellbeing, so 

because of surfing’s combination of advantages many children and adults now don't simply 

live to surf; they surf to live.  

 

Why not? From our conversations amongst the surfing community, people are keen to 

live in a city, raise their kids and have a fun city that keeps kids occupied and engaged to do 

so in. This project, in line with other developments around the city, provides for fun activities 

and re-engages our population in one simple thing – FUN. Overseas experience shows 

the project in itself stacks up as a commercial venture, so it should be able to pay its way 

whoever might fund its construction. A fun, vibrant facility that hits a whole bunch of 

awesome in a city that needs a whole heap more awesome and isn’t a white elephant? GO 

ON!! 
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Description of a Wave Park 

 

There’s a wider variety of technologies flooding the market, below we will give a rough 

oversight of some of the prime examples that we wish to explore. 

Basically stated a Wave Park is an artificial wave pool, using different mechanisms to create 

the perfect wave, from overhead barrels for the rippers to smaller training waves for the 

grommets. 

We believe that due to the fickle nature of Christchurch’s primary surfing beaches (on shore 

winds, unpredictable swell size and orientation) that an artificial surf park will create a similar 

hype and buy in to the recently opened Christchurch Adventure Park (CAP) with equivalent 

opportunities to those presented to the local mountain biking fraternity and similar tourism 

drivers. 

Here’s some examples to set the scene and whet the appetite: 

 

Surf Snowdonia – A surf park in Wales (of all places!) 

Probably one of the most relevant examples of a can do attitude to Wave Parks. We’ve been 

tracking this project since its early concept stages, and have been monitoring its successes 

ever since. 

Surf Snowdonia utilises WaveGarden technology and has highlighted to us the commercial 

viability of these projects.  

This commercially run facility provides passes, school education programmes, surfing events 

and massive benefits to the local economy. Without doubt this settled us on the viability of 

the project, and highlighted the ability to run the facility in a commercial manner that yields a 

better than expected return, and once again it’s in Wales of all places! 

 

  

 

https://surfsnowdonia.com/
http://www.wavegarden.com/
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Kelly Slater Wave Company 

What more needs to be said, the ultimate Guru of modern surfing has taken the idea of 

artificial Wave Parks and created something truly special, by far the best example we have 

seen to date of artificial wave technology. 

Kelly and team have built a prototype facility in a super secrete location, we simply cannot 

do justice to the quality of the waves produced by written word alone, instead we encourage 

you to watch this clip, and be prepared to be as excited as we are! 

 

 
 

Urbnsurf 

Soon to be built in Melbourne, Sydney and Perth these will be a new design from 

WaveGarden called “The Cove”.  More compact than the linear wave gardens built so far, 

these promise to be an exciting new development that could fit in to smaller spaces. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kswaveco.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVxPJ9heetc
http://www.urbnsurf.co/
http://www.surfertoday.com/surfing/13355-the-new-wavegarden-technology-will-pump-1-029-waves-per-hour
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So what are we actually advocating and asking for? 

 

We are asking that Regenerate Christchurch add this proposal to the mix, and we would 

like to see some feasibility studies put over the proposal (not only the surf park, but the Wai 

Huka o Waitaha proposal in its entirety). 

 

Consultation on the future use of the Residential Red Zone is underway, we want to 

make sure that there is an opportunity for fun, interesting projects with loads of benefits to sit 

alongside and re-enforce the ecological and social outcomes that the city is looking for. 

 

We’d like you in the community (not just the surfing community) to get behind the project 

as although it’s in early stages at the moment there is significant power in numbers.  

 

We are not asking for a hand out (this is not a publicly financed project) but we are 

looking for a hand up. Let’s work together and have this proposal taken seriously, the 

examples produced have highlighted that this type of facility does work across a broad 

spectrum of outcomes. 

 

If the initial scoping of this proposal does highlight that there is a commercial opportunity 

we are confident that the private sector will be interested in partnering with the community 

and agencies to see this project go from dream to reality. 

 

Location options 

 

Please see potential locations, and pro’s and con’s about them, on our map. 
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FAQ’s  

 

We already have beaches for surfing, why the heck do you want to put in an artificial 

wave? It makes no sense!  

If you’re a local surfer you’re probably well aware of the fickle nature of our primary surf 

beaches, heaps of onshore wind, un-predictable wave sizes and orientation etc. The beauty 

of this facility is that it is always pumping, and a guarantee that the surf is great. For training 

it provides the ultimate safe environment to introduce surfing to people and last, but not 

least, there are tourism benefits of creating this type of facility. It’s a similar argument as 

the one Christchurch Adventure Park faced in terms of mountain biking and the hills, and 

needless to say they laid that one to rest. 

 

Why should we allow the private sector to make money off the Residential Red Zone 

land that holds so much meaning for so many? 

We firmly believe that community and the private sector don’t have to be at odds. Part of 

our intention with proposing this project is that it does not need to have a short or ongoing 

impact on rate and tax payers. If we can have a project that benefits the community 

(economic, social, health, FUN) and pays for itself then we think it’s a winner. However in no 

way shape or form do we wish to upset those that have significant attachment to the land, 

we would instead hope that you would join us on the journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can the facility be open year round or is this a summer thing only? 

We would hope the facility could operate year round. We would also hope that there are 

enough technological and green (solar/groundwater heat exchange etc.) heating options that 

we could look to at least take some of the chill out of the water, but that would have to done 

in a way that any water exiting the park (as part of a normal refreshment cycle) wouldn’t 

cause problems for wherever it goes by being too warm. Surfers are a hardy 

bunch anyway, and wet suits have come a long way!  



Page 8 of 11 
 

WHoW!!  Wai Huka o Waitaha – karekare:  A surf park for Christchurch.  March 2017 

How much is it going to cost to build, and how much to use it? 

The point in developing the business case and the feasibility study is what will address these 

questions, however we can have a sniff at some of the numbers from previous 

developments. The most relevant admittance costing is to be found on the Surf Snowdonia 

web page provided above. 

   

Why the Residential Red Zone? Why not somewhere else? 

We see an opportunity for this land to make some pretty drastic impacts on the city - its 500 

odd hectares, and something has to be done with it. Locating this facility in the heart of the 

city makes this very easy for folks to get to, and also allows high volumes of school activity 

with minimal travel time to get to fun activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the impact on our freshwater supply? I understand that for a full contact with 

water facility you are going to need fresh water that’s safe to swim in? Where are you 

going to get the water?  

Yes we would need to tap into groundwater:  We can’t use the water from the Avon as it isn’t 

clean enough, and salt water comes with a whole raft of problems like getting it to the 

park (and then away from it again, as it needs exchanging to keep it freshened up) and its 

impact on machinery. Lucky for us there are opportunities to source clean 

groundwater which does not impact the sustainability of our city’s water supply. Our mates 

developing the Whitewater Park component of WHoW have already done some of the 

legwork so have a look at their proposal also for some answers. 
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Does this go against other projects and proposals for the RRZ? What about the 

ecological impacts when others are talking about full restoration of the ecological 

systems?  

We believe we can easily integrate with the other proposals on the table.  If you do what 

we’ve done and put your imagination hat on for a second we’re sure you can envisage a 

world class restoration project with parks, wetlands, cycle networks, day walks and so forth 

that integrate fluidly with fun activities. Have a surf while surrounded by bird song and 

regenerating bush….go on! 

 

 
 

Overall, what’s the point? 

We believe Wai Huka o Waitaha can be a key component of us making the best of the one-

time opportunity we now have to take Christchurch from being seen as just a gateway, to 

being known as an international adventure tourism destination working collaboratively with 

others for the benefit of us all. 
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A bit about the history and people behind WhoW!! Wai Huka o Waitaha - karekare. 

 

The idea for a surf park in Christchurch is fairly new, not really having been thought about 

until after the earthquakes at around the time Eastern Vision ran their EVO::SPACE project.  

A handful of surfers who’d had some involvement with regeneration activities saw what was 

going on with other project proposals and started wondering if a surf park could be a 

possibility too.  Eventually this led to discussions with the proponents of the whitewater park 

when it was realised by both groups that the two proposals have a high degree of similarity 

in terms of activity, cross-over of participants, and physical/technical requirements.  The two 

are now closely aligned and are being co-promoted under the WhoW name with the 

distinctions of awa (river) and karekare (surf). 

 

The lead spokesperson for WhoW!! - karekare is Nick Mooney a local Christchurch surfer who 

currently works for a well known international surf company running their surf retail stores here in 

Christchurch.  Nick has been a passionate surfer for over 25 years and has been involved the 

last 5 years since the earthquakes as a board member for the New Brighton Business and 

Landowners Association, advocating heavily for rejuvenation of New Brighton CBD and 

surrounding areas out East.  Nick’s background has been predominantly sales, marketing and 

management and sees this project as a once in a lifetime opportunity to bring a world class 

facility to Christchurch and put it on the world surfing map. 

 

The photo below isn’t Nick – but he’s dreaming of having a surf park built in Christchurch like 

this one, so all of us have the chance to surf safe consistent waves all year.  

 

 

 

  

http://www.evospace.co.nz/
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WhoW!!  Wai Huka o Waitaha – turning the red zone into the rad zone. Find us on Facebook 

WHoW!! 
to guru… 

from grommet… 

Surfing in a forest!  Fun for everyone… 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiHukaoWaitaha/

